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WHAT’S ON

PLATINUM JUBILEE WEEKEND

VH = village hall, PF= playing field

JUNE
2nd Thu. Binham Lighting Jubilee Bonfire, 8.30pm tbc
3rd Fri. Binham Children’s Party , Village Green, 3pm
4th Sat. Binham BBQ, The Chequers Pub, tbc
4th Sat. Binham Priory, Chanter’s Jigge, 6.30pm
5th Sun. Binham St Mary and the Holy Cross, Service to
celebrate HM Jubilee, BP, 11am
5th Sun. Langham Queen’s 70th Jubilee Street Party
5th Sun. Sharrington Jubilee Lunch, VH 12 noon -5pm
5th Sun. Binham BIG Jubilee Tea Party, Memorial Hall and
playing field, from 2pm

APRIL
1st Fri. Sharrington Craft Group, VH 10-30am-12.30pm
7th Thu. Stiffkey Parish Council Election, 7am-10pm
8th Fri. Bale Fish and Chips, VH 7pm
8th Fri. Field Dalling Village Pub Night, VH 6pm
12th Tue.-14thThu. Binham Passion Play, BP, 7.30pm
12th Tue. Sharrington Jammin for Scones, VH 2-4pm
15th Fri. Bale Meditation with Music, All Saints’ 2pm
16th Sat. Langham Easter Egg Treasure Hunt and Party, VH
17th Sun. Stiffkey Easter Egg Hunt, Church Graveyard, 3pm
onwards
18th Mon. Gunthorpe St Mary’s Church Open Day 11am-4pm
20th Wed. Sharrington Gardeners Talk, Field Dalling VH 7pm
22nd Fri. Field Dalling U3A Family History Group, VH 10am
27th Wed Field Dalling U3A Military History Group, VH 10am
30th Sat. Gunthorpe 50:50 Club Coffee Morning, VI 10.30am
30th Sat. Sharrington Concert Ken Nicol, VH 7pm

And please don’t forget….
Lynx 143 and all back issues are permanently available
on our website at www.locallynx.co.uk. The website now
has an Ads Directory, an ‘In More Detail’ page and a
‘Local Charities’ page to cover relevant articles in
greater depth. (Paper copies of website articles are always
available from Roberta on 01263 740188.)

MAY
1st Sun. Gunthorpe May Day Concert, Mere Place 5.30pm
6th Fri. Sharrington Craft Group, VH 10-30am-12.30pm
7th Sat. Bale Tea at the Ritz, VH 2pm-5pm
7th Sat. Binham Quiz Night, MH 7pm,
9th Mon, Binham Parish Council Meeting, MH 7.30pm
10th Tue. Sharrington Jammin for Scones, VH 2-4pm
11th Wed. Binham Songs from Shows, MH 7.30-9pm
13th Fri. Bale Fish and Chips, VH 7pm
15th Sun. Stiffkey Cricket Club Match, PF, 1pm onwards
18th Wed. Sharrington Gardeners Members visit to
Raveningham, time tba
21st Sat. Sharrington Village table top sale, VH and gardens
10am-2pm
22nd Sun. Stiffkey Cricket Club Match, PF, 1pm onwards
23rd Mon. Stiffkey PC Meeting, VH, 7:30pm onwards
27th Fri. Field Dalling U3A Family History Group, VH 10am
28th Sat. Binham Celestial Voices choral concert, BP tbc
28th Sat.-31st Tue. Binham Rosamund Ulph NN Open Studios,
10am-5pm
28th Sat. Gunthorpe 50:50 Club Coffee Morning, Village
Institute 10.30am
28th Sat. Langham Bring & Buy, Churchyard 10am -12noon
28th Sat. Sharrington Concert The Tildens, VH 7pm
28th Sat.-31st Tue. Saxlingham Mirka McNeil-Farmer, NN
Open Studios 10am-5pm
28th Sat.-31st Stiffkey Sophia Williams, NN Open Studios
10am-5pm
29th Mon. Field Dalling Open Gardens, 12-5pm
29th Sun. Stiffkey Warborough House Open Gardens, 11am4pm

Newsletter and Website Advertising
For enquiries about advertising in Local Lynx, contact
Sally Metcalfe: sallymetcalfe@btinternet.com
Rates for advertising (pre-paid) are:
One column x 62 mm (1/8 page): £72 for six issues.
Small Ads Panel on the back page:
Available for individuals and businesses
providing local services. Cost: £36 for six issues.

NEW CLASH DIARY

If you are arranging a big event, contact your village rep
to add it to our clash diary, then check the diary to see
what else is going on.
July 2022
16th Sat. Sharrington 40’s themed afternoon tea VH 2-5pm

August 2022
13th Sat. Field Dalling & Saxlingham Summer Fete
20th Sat. Langham Street Fayre

BLAKENEY METHODIST CHURCH
Service times:
1st Sunday -Traditional Methodist Worship 10am
2nd Sunday – Café Church 10am
Mid - week prayer time:
Thursdays 9.30am
For more details see Glaven Valley Newsletter or
ring Samantha Parfitt on 07591 509653

REGULARS
Tuesdays Binham Art Group BMH 9.30am to 12.30pm
1st Wednesday in month Field Dalling coffee morning, VH
10.30am
Third Wednesday in month Binham Cosy Club, BMH 2-4pm
Third Thursday in month, Hindringham and Binham Open
Circle, Hindringham, VH 7.15pm
Saturdays Gunthorpe Market on the Green, 11am-1pm
1st & 3rd Saturdays in month Langham Coffee Mornings, VH
10am -12noon

ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass:

POST OFFICE & LIBRARY BUSES
Wednesdays Field Dalling Mobile Post OfficeVH 8.00-8.40am,
Langham Mobile Post Office VH 8.50-9.20am
Fridays: 8th Apr. and 6th May Sharrington Library Bus VH
3.10pm

Back Lane Blakeney NR257NP
Sunday - 11am
Wednesday - 9.30am
Holyday of Obligation - 9.30am
www.catholicparishofwalsingham.org

JOINT MEETING OF HOLT AND
REPPS DEANERY SYNODS

Songs of Praise, 6.30 pm, 10th July, Weybourne
Synod meeting, 7.30pm, 13th October, Sheringham
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Church Services for Bale and Stiffkey Benefice for April and May 2022

HC=Holy Communion. CFS=Church Family Service. MP=Morning Prayer. BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW- Common Worship
3rd April
10th April
17th April
24th April
Parish
Palm Sunday
Easter Day
Bale
9.30am HC
9.30am HC
Field Dalling
11am CFS
11am HC
11am MP BCP
Saxlingham
Gunthorpe
Sharrington
Binham
Morston
Langham
Stiffkey
Parish

Bale

9.30am MP BCP
11am HC
9.30am HC BCP
At Stiffkey
9.30am MP BCP
1st May

At Field Dalling
11am MP BCP
9.30am HC
11am MP BCP

11am HC BCP
9.30am MP
9.30am HC
11am HC
9.30am HC BCP
11am Easter Celebration
9.30am HC BCP

9.30am MP BCP
At Langham
8th May

15th May

9.30am HC

Field Dalling
Saxlingham

At Field Dalling
11am HC
9.30am HC
9.30am MP BCP
At Langham

22nd May

9.30am HC

29th May

At Binham

11am CFS
At Field Dalling

At Saxlingham
11am HC BCP

11am MP BCP
At Field Dalling

At Binham
At Binham

9.30am MP BCP

11am MP BCP
9.30am HC

9.30am MP CW

9.30am HC

At Binham
At Binham

Binham

11am HC

11am MP BCP

11am MP BCP

9.30am HC

Morston

9.30am HC BCP

10.30am HC
Group Service
At Binham

Langham
Stiffkey

At Stiffkey
9.30am MP BCP

9.30am MP BCP
At Langham

At Binham
At Binham

Gunthorpe
Sharrington

9.30am MP BCP
9.30am MP BCP
At Langham

At Stiffkey
9.30am HC BCP

Additional Services
Holy Week, Monday – Thursday (11th – 14th April): Field Dalling, Service of Reflection 6.30pm daily.
Maundy Thursday (14th April): Langham, Maundy Thursday service, 12 noon.
Good Friday (15th April): Field Dalling, Service of Reflection, 10.30am.
Good Friday (15th April): Morston, Stations of the Cross, 10.30am.
Good Friday (15th April): Langham, Lift High the Cross, 12 noon.
Good Friday (15th April): Bale, Meditation with Music, 2.00pm.
Ascension Day (May 26th): Langham, 12 noon. Ascension Day Service.
For Zoom service details please contact Ian Newton on 01328 830947 or iannewton46@gmail.com

RECTOR’S LETTER

Dear Friends and Parishioners,
These to me are the best months. I wonder if they are to you? We are all different, thank goodness; and the
differences make life interesting. But how I love the change to gentle weather and vibrant growth. Like many, my
garden looks best at the end of May: full, creamy, exuberant.
These are too the months of Celebration, of the Resurrection of The Lord Jesus Christ, the Hope of Humanity. We are
often worried by great things and by small things. The great thing is the Resurrection. Christ died for us all; and rose for
us all. Our humanity is safe in His divinity. We are all valued, accepted and beloved. All that can and may challenge us
is subsumed in His victory.
Countries rarely learn the lessons of aggression and war. Murder and torture become normal. If you want something
that belongs to someone else, take it, however brutally. This is an Offence to God and Man and leads only to absolute
misery as we have seen in the eastern part of our continent. The price of peace is permanent vigilance; and that requires
clear thinking by peoples and nations and the organisations which have been made to make for peace.
God is not mocked and Justice is his attribute.
So take Courage. Be of good cheer. Christ has conquered and goes on to conquer, but very often gently and quietly.
Yours truly, Ian Whittle The Rectory, Langham 01328 830246
From: He was Made Man
What hath man done that man shall not undo,
Since God to him is grown so near akin?
Did his foe slay him? He shall slay his foe.
Hath he lost all? He all again shall win.
Is sin his master? He shall master sin.
Too hardy soul, with sin the field to try;
The only way to conquer was to fly.
But thus long death hath lived, and now death’s self shall die.
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He is a path, if any be misled;
He is a robe, if any naked be;
If any chance to hunger, he is bread;
If any be a bondman, he is free;
If any be but weak, how strong is he!
To dead men life he is, to sick men health;
To blind men sight, and to the needy wealth,
A pleasure without loss, a treasure without stealth.
Giles Fletcher 1586 - 1623

HOLT LIBRARY

LOOKING AFTER LOCAL LYNX

www.facebook.com/libholt 01263 712202
For further information, or to book or check a
session is running, visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries,
then ‘your local library’ then pick the Holt library from
list – or call 01603 774777. Alternatively, call or visit
the library.Opening times: Tuesdays and Fridays 10am
– 7pm, Wednesdays 2pm – 7pm, Saturdays 10am – 1pm
Regular events
Tuesday: Family history online one to one help 10.30am
weekly; Just a Cuppa 11.30am weekly; Bounce and Rhyme
2pm weekly
Wednesday: Computer one to one help 2pm – 4pm
weekly, Reading group 2.30pm – check dates with staff,
Reading group 5.30pm – check dates with staff
Friday: Crafting for children 3.30pm (term time only)
Saturday: Lego Club 2pm
Special events
First Thursday in the month – Thursday Talks 11am £3
includes refreshments. May – Holt Bellringers

Local Lynx is a not-for-profit community paper
covering the villages of Bale, Binham, Cockthorpe,
Field Dalling, Gunthorpe, Langham, Morston,
Saxlingham, Sharrington and Stiffkey.
Published every other month, it contains community
news as well as news and articles from each of the
villages together with details of church services and
news from the local school in Langham.
Currently distributed to over 1,100 households it has
an estimated readership of over 2,000 as well as over
800 readers on-line at www.locallynx.co.uk.
The paper is produced entirely by volunteers with
the editor supported by village reps who collate the
stories, distributors who pop the paper through each
letterbox, proof readers who try to catch the typos, a
designer who can add style and of course those that
write the interesting articles and news.
Financially the paper is supported by the parish
councils and parochial church councils of the villages
concerned and by the wonderful local businesses who
place their adverts with us. We also have great support
from our readers. If you like what you read and would
like to make a contribution to the running costs of the
paper then these can be made by contacting the editor at
lynxeditor@pobox.com or by dir ect bank tr ansfer
to: Local Paper a/c 65004288 sort code 09-01-54.

HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT ITEMS
AVAILABLE FROM ALL LIBRARIES
IN NORFOLK

The household support scheme is still available for
those in need (see poster below). The scheme provides
bags that people can take free of charge. Bags include
period products, toiletries, ‘warm and go’ (blanket,
thermals, gloves, hat etc) and cleaning bags (household
cleaning products).

Lynx Internet Banking and Standing Orders
Account Name: Local Paper
Account number: 6500 4288 Sort code: 09-01-54
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Cockthorpe, Brinton & Sharrington, Field Dalling &
Saxlingham, Langham, Morston, Stiffkey)
michaeljdblues@outlook.com
Steffan Aquarone: County Councillor Melton Constable
Division ( incl. Bale and Gunthorpe Parishes)
steffanaquarone@gmail.com or 07879 451608

COMMUNITY nEWS
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S NOTES
…from Steffan Aquarone

Affordable Housing
Over the past few months I have received an
unprecedented amount of contact regarding the lack of
housing in North Norfolk and, like many others, I am
calling for action to be taken on the matter of affordable
housing. Under recent legislation changes there are no
lawful routes by which councils can finance homes
themselves for long-term rent, and it is clear that a
change in the law is needed to allow councils to control
the rapid expansion of second homes and mandate
affordable housing.
Internet Connection for Landlines
As you may or may not be aware, by 31st December
2025 landlines for any home or business in Britain will
only continue to work if they are connected to the
Internet. This has caused much concern for many
residents and I have been in frequent contact with
Ofcom to ensure that customers are protected from
scams and provided with 1-2-1 support so that no one is
left behind with this changeover.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
…from Andrew Brown

Second Homes Tax Loopholes
After a prolonged period of lobbying the
Government, new measures are being introduced to
ensure second homeowners who abuse a tax loophole
by claiming their often-empty properties are holiday lets
will be in future forced to pay council tax. Currently
second homeowners avoid paying council tax and claim
business rates relief instead by declaring an intention to
let their property to holidaymakers. Frequently this is
used as a device to obtain relief as there is no intention
to offer holiday letting from day one. This has been a
weakness in the system we have been determined to
rectify since 2019. Under the new proposed rules
holiday lets must be rented out for a minimum of 70
days a year to qualify for business rates relief. Business
rates avoidance is estimated to cost £250 million per
year in lost revenue. Closing this loophole is a stated
aim of the current administration and an objective of the
council's Corporate Plan.

County Councillors’ contact details:
Michael Dalby: County Councillor Wells Division - Glaven,
Priory and Walsingham Parishes (incl. Binham &

5

Visit North Norfolk
The council has offered a year's free membership for
the Visit North Norfolk scheme to hospitality, leisure
and accommodation businesses worth £150. The
Government Covid Additional Restrictions Grant will
fund the initiative. The scheme provides businesses with
access to promotional opportunities, all year marketing
opportunities, networking events, national press
coverage and an interactive booking website. The move
will give businesses an opportunity to increase their
profile and access markets they would not reach
individually.
Environmental Update
Once again the Environment Agency is set to
announce that North Norfolk has high bathing water
quality including the six Blue Flag beaches at Cromer,
Sheringham, East Runton, Mundesley, Sea Palling and
West Runton. We are determined to increase our Blue
Flag beaches and are working towards a seventh by next
year.
We will be planting three "Miyawaki Forests"
pioneered first in Japan in Fakenham North Walsham
and Sheringham. Funded by DEFRA and acting in
partnership with the County Council Natural England
and the Tree Council they grow 10 times faster (a metre
or so each year) absorb more carbon and support much
more wildlife. They have been called a secret weapon
against climate change. Anyone wishing to develop a
micro forest should contact the NNDC tree planting
scheme on treeplantingproject@north-norfolk.gov.uk.
Car Parking Charges
The Council has reviewed charges for the first time
since 2016 and has decided to increase fees by reference
to the Consumer Prices Index or CPI. We have made an
exception for season ticket holders who will not have to
pay more than they currently pay to acknowledge we
have to support local working families at this time.
Standard car parks will go from £1 to £1.20 for first 2
hrs then from 70p to 80p per hour; Resort car parks
from £1.30 to £1.50 for 1 hour then £1.20 (up from £1)
per hour and Coastal car parks will go up to £1.80 from
£1.50 per hour. Increases will be effective from July.
Help and Advice with Cost of Living
The Council's benefits team has put together a help
and advice page in response to the latest announcement
by Government regarding Energy Levy and Council
Tax rebate. Here is the link:
Advice and Support web page has now been updated
and can be found at Home|Advice and support (northnorfolk.gov.uk). Revenues have added an update to

the council web site regarding the council tax rebate
which can be found here Home|Energy bills rebate
(north-norfolk.gov.uk).
Town & Parish Council Engagement Forum
The Council will debate new rules for quarterly
meetings with Town and Parish Councils across the
District to continue engagement with our community
representatives and to debate matters of mutual benefit.
Chairs and/or clerks or other nominated persons will be
invited to attend Zoom meetings. The district council
will manage and provide minutes. Senior council
officers will attend to assist with specific items. Agenda
items will be agreed in consultation with town and
parish councils and both councils and NALC will have
standing agenda items to update on their work. Items for
which other channels of communication or refer to an
individual body will not be accepted but items which
affect several councils or represent a collective view of
several councils will be encouraged.
New Council Leader Appointed
Cllr Tim Adams (Cromer Ward) was confirmed as
the new leader at a full council meeting on 9th February
and I am pleased to say received unanimous support of
the controlling group. The change was enforced
following the resignation of Cllr Sarah Butikofer for
personal reasons. She will continue to represent
residents in her ward. We are indebted to Sarah for her
dedicated service throughout the last three years and
particularly during the challenges of the pandemic
period.
District Councillors’ Contact Details:
Richard Kershaw e:richard.kershaw@north-norfolk.gov.uk
(Binham, Cockthorpe, Field Dalling, Gunthorpe & Bale,
Langham & Saxlingham)
Andrew Brown e:andrew.brown@north-norfolk.gov.uk
(Sharrington) 07970 298695
Victoria Holliday:(Morston & Stiffkey)
victoria.holliday@north-norfolk.gov.uk

DUNCAN BAKER M.P.

N. Norfolk Conservative Assoc: 01692 558458
www.duncanbaker.org.uk

JEROME MAYHEW M.P.

Broadland Conservative Assoc: 01603 865763
www.broadlandconservatives.org.uk
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WILD BALE

BALE

The Great Bittern

In the early part of 2022 I
found a bittern wintering along
the beck that flows through Field
Dalling and Bale. A member of
the heron family, the bittern is a
rare breeding bird in the UK
with around 75 males booming
each
spring.
They
are
polygamous, mating with up to
five females, but the males have no active role in caring
for the young. The wintering population in the UK is
around 900 birds as some European bitterns leave their
northern breeding ground to spend the winter here and
often take up locations which lack the extensive
reedbeds they traditionally inhabit.
I first saw the Bale bittern feeding along the beck
stalking through the water looking for aquatic prey.
Bitterns feed on amphibians, reptiles, insects and fish as
well as fledgling birds in the summer months. My
second encounter with the bittern was in the beck at
Field Dalling. It flew from rough ground by the water
and landed in a small patch of reeds with its bill
pointing at the sky so that the buff-brown plumage
blended in with the brown winter vegetation. This bird
will most likely migrate back to Europe in spring but,
hopefully, may join the small breeding population along
the North Norfolk coast.
The Great Bittern is quite a large bird: 80cm high
and with a wingspan of 120cm. It has heavy legs and
strong toes that enable it to climb clumps of reed and to
powerfully spring up if disturbed. The long, sharp

Contact: Maggie Thomas 01328 822481
maggie2403@icloud.com

BALE VILLAGE HALL NEWS

With fingers firmly crossed we are now planning to hold
our ‘once-a-year’ events. The first of these will be something
we introduced in 2019, now a dim and distant memory, and
was due to be repeated by popular demand in 2020. We are
therefore pleased to announce that the village hall will be
transformed for ‘Tea at the Ritz’ on Saturday, 7th May, 25pm. The event was extremely well attended last time so
booking is strongly recommended.
At the 2019 event over £500 was raised for the East
Anglian Air Ambulance and we will again be donating all
proceeds to charity, the current thinking being the Disasters
Emergency Committee. This group of charities is, at the time
of writing, doing fantastic work in Ukraine and ‘steps up’
whenever there is a humanitarian crisis.
A full afternoon tea (sandwiches, scones, cakes, tea or
coffee) will be £10. For those who would just like to drop in
for tea/coffee and cake, a wide and delicious variety will be
on offer. Booking will open at the beginning of April via the
village hall email balevillagehall@gmail.com or call Paula on
01328 822012.
Fish & Chips dates are 8th April and 13th May. 7pm start
as usual. Orders need to be placed by 6pm via Bale Village
WhatsApp, balevillagehall@gmail.com or 01328 878355.
PM
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dagger-like bill is yellowish and the plumage mottled
brown and black making the bird difficult to see in the
Norfolk reeds.
The best place to see and hear bittern is Hickling
Broad. The boom can be heard over three miles on a
still night. If you are close to a booming bittern, the air
reverberates around you.
Francis Ledwidge, the Irish poet who served and
died in World War I, wrote:
He shall not hear the bittern cry,
In the wild sky, where he is lain.
Nor the voices of the sweeter birds
Above the wailing of the rain.
Paul Laurie

BALE FETE 2022

This year’s Bale Fete will take place on Saturday
11th June from 2pm in the gardens of Manor Farm. The
band is booked and we are hoping that it will be a
brilliant afternoon with the sun shining down on us. For
those new to the area and Bale-ites who were unable to
attend the fete meeting in the village hall in March, Bale
Fete has always been a big event in the local calendar. I
remember being amazed, my first year here, at the
length of the queue waiting for the gate to open!
The fete has always been a significant fund-raiser for
All Saints’ Church, Bale, and in recent years has also
supported the village hall. There will again be stalls and
sideshows
together
with
Eileen’s
legendary
refreshments and the presentation of prizes for the
Grand Draw.
With so much on offer a small (or not so small) army
of volunteers is needed. If you missed the March
meeting and have not yet offered your talents, please
contact Walter on 07778 620015 and he will
undoubtedly find you a job. If you are fit and strong,
your help in setting up and clearing away tables would
be most welcome.
Let’s make this the best Bale fete ever!
PM

BALE PAINTING GROUP

Finally it feels as if spring has arrived and, to make
the most of the new season, we invited Ros Copping, a
professional artist from Sheringham, to hold a workshop
in the village hall on the 14th February. We were
introduced to the use of inks to create transparent layers
of colour, giving our still life pictures light and depth at
the same time. Use of ink media along with acrylics
proved a real success and we all produced something
new on the day.
We will be planning more workshops in the next few
months. If you are interested in presenting one or just
wish to attend a workshop, let me know.
The Bale Painting Group continues to meet on
Monday afternoons at Bale village hall. Sessions run up
to Easter, the last being 4th April, and restart on 25th
April, running to the end of July.
Everyone is welcome to come and have a go!
TheBalePaintingGroup@outlook.com Peter Jones

FOOD BANK

Bale continues to have collection points for
donations to the food bank outside the village hall and
in the church porch. The amount donated has, perhaps
not surprisingly, decreased significantly since
Christmas: the need has not. Last week the Fakenham
centre gave out nineteen boxes in the two hours they
were open on Thursday afternoon.
I am sure we are all aware of the increase in costs of
all kinds. I was horrified to get an email informing me
that my electricity direct debit is going up by more than
£80 per month. Fortunately, although I will have to
make some adjustments to my relatively comfortable
life, I will not have to choose between eating and
heating. I can hardly bear to think what it must feel like
having to make that choice and then to apply for help
from the food bank.
Buying one extra item each time I shop is no
hardship, although I do not always remember to do this.
I know that it would be much appreciated if we all did.
Tinned meat and fish, laundry products and fruit juice
are always particularly welcome but any item, however
small, is valued.
A nne Peppitt

HUNDRED CLUB DRAW RESULTS

If you would like to join the 100 Club, please pay
the annual subscription of £12 into a/c 10142182,
sort code 20-30-81, using 100 and your surname as
the reference. The draw is held on the second week
of each month at Fish and Chips in the village hall.
January
David Bridge
Paula Moore
Ali Courtney
Dawn Butler

£25
£10
£5
£5

February
Corinne Wilkinson
Sybil Nash
Mary Turnbull
Maggie Thomas
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH

itself on almost every page. Jansson’s own mother died
in 1971, a year before The Summer Book was written,
and her own grief seeps through her writing, even
through the book’s humorous passages.
The insights into Finnish/Swedish culture are
fascinating: the unwritten etiquette of how to behave on
other people’s islands; the hospitality of leaving
supplies for anyone who might stay on your island in
your absence.
This is a wonderful book, full of wisdom and deep
feeling: a book that gives something more at each
reading. Unfortunately, having been in contact with
Covid and therefore self-isolating, I was unable to
attend the group for discussion of the book. I imagined
the rapturous remarks. Feedback was not what I had
expected: members variously felt detached from the
characters, disliked Sophia, disliked grandmother and
disliked the short sentences. One person liked it enough
to hand it down to her daughter so I wasn’t completely
alone in my love of it. I console myself with the thought
that, during my seven-year involvement with the group,
there was once a book that I had chosen that the rest of
the group liked. I can’t wait for my name to come out of
the hat again. I’m thinking of choosing Mein Kampf: in
the original German.
MT

Easter at All Saints

After some weeks of ‘said’ services due to the
unreliability of the organ, we are confident that it will
be repaired in time to raise the roof at the 9.30am
service on Easter Sunday and we look forward to having
a larger than usual congregation to enjoy it. The church
will be looking beautiful after the Lent period without
flowers. Maggie is on the rota for the altar and font
arrangements but if anyone would like to help fill the
windowsills (and any other viable space) with more
floral offerings, it would be very welcome. Please
contact Christine Broughton on 01328 878646. The
flowers need to go into the church on the day before.
Prior to the above, on Good Friday at 2pm, there will
be ‘Meditation with Music’ in the church. This will be
informal with the opportunity to hear the Good Friday
story in music and sit quietly with your own thoughts
for as long or short a time as you wish. The music will
end around 3pm.
Best Easter wishes to all!
PM

BALE BOOK GROUP

‘The Summer Book’ by Tove Jansson

Tove Jansson (1914-2001) is
probably best known for her
Moomin books for children but she
also wrote ten books for adults, ‘The
Summer Book’ being her favourite
and a Swedish classic. Jansson was
born in Helsinki, part of a Swedishspeaking minority. Her father (a
sculptor) and mother (an artist)
brought her up in a bohemian
lifestyle. She was herself a gifted
artist in Finland in the 1930s and 1940s.
‘The Summer Book’ can appear to be simple and
charming, something that can be consumed in a few
short hours and put aside as a pleasant read. It is far
more than that. It explores the weightier matters with
which humans concern themselves: love, aging, death.
The tiny island is a microcosm and the summer
inhabitants (a precocious six-year-old girl, an 80something grandmother and the shadowy ‘papa’)
representations of childhood, middle age and old age.
The characters of grandmother and Sophia are based
on Jansson’s own mother and her niece. Sophia’s
mother has recently died and, although there is scarcely
a mention made of this in the book, her grief shows
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villagers came together to share ideas. Our aim is to
engage with everybody no matter age and find
something for everyone to participate in and enjoy. The
‘What’s on Clashes list’ and other Binham contributions
hint at the village’s celebratory plans to mark such an
amazing reign. By the time this Lynx is published, a
small group will have met to firm up plans. One thing
we plan is a mega bunting production, so it’s time to get
those sewing machines out, and use up material stored
away in cupboards.
As I finish, I felt it was important to stop and think
of how we might support the people of Ukraine as their
country is shattering before our very eyes. Listening to
BBC Look East one evening last week, I felt that by
donating through the Disaster Emergency Committee
(DEC) https://www.dec.org.uk it would mean that such
funds can have an immediate impact on those in need,
fleeing their country in unspeakable conditions.
Already, the DEC charities are working with local
partners in Ukraine and neighbouring countries to
provide the necessities of life - food, water, shelter, and
medical assistance. One might feel more comfortable
contributing to the effort in different ways. But every
little helps to save and protect lives.
Elizabeth S Brady, Chair Binham PC

BINHAM
Contact: Liz Brady 01328 830830
lizsdavenport@gmail.com

BINHAM PARISH COUNCIL

For once I shall not be going on at length about the
Covid pandemic. We are free from all the restrictions
placed on us as a nation this time two years ago. All
those sacrifices have paid off, as we approach the
endemic stage of Covid. In other words, we must live
with it but be mindful of how devastating it could be in
its next iteration. The vaccine uptake in North Norfolk
has been tremendous, but the case rate remains high at
300/100,000 and therefore, not free of the virus. Those
simple precautions we started off with will always stand
us in good stead.
Onto brighter notes, the sun is shining, birds singing
their hearts out, crops growing, spring flowers, yellow
daffodils all signalling Spring is around the corner.
Dare I say it and hope I do not prompt all sorts of
issues, planning has been quiet and reasonably
straightforward so far this year. Potholes seem to get
filled in, but how long will the repairs last, is anyone’s
guess. I have expressed to highways, before now as a
dental patient (road user), I would expect that a
replacement filling (repaired pothole) would be there for
a good length of time and not fall out (disintegrate) in a
week or less’. As you can imagine that comment didn’t
go down too well.
The village has been busy thinking about how we
might celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. A recent meeting of interested and like-minded

BINHAM PRIORY CHURCH

We are slowly getting back to some sort of normality
with services most Sundays. The form and times of
services for April/May will be displayed on the notice
board in the Priory Church and on a poster opposite
Howell’s Superstore.
In addition, there will be special events in the
Church. The revival of the Binham Priory Passion Play
will be performed on three evenings, April 12th to 14th.
(see details in the advertisement on page 5) and, to
celebrate “The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee”, a concert on
the evening of Saturday 4th June “Chanters Jigge” and a
special service on Sunday 5th June at 11am.
More details will be found in the magazine
elsewhere in the description of all The Jubilee events
planned for early June.
David Frost

BINHAM MEMORIAL HALL
www.binhamvillagehall.co.uk

After a slightly rocky installation, the WiFi is up and
running. The passcode will be displayed in a suitable
place so people can access it easily at events and other
functions. Thank you so much to those who worked so
hard to get it put in. We are very grateful for all your
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THE FRIENDS OF BINHAM PRIORY

efforts.
Thank you also to the lovely Cosy Club ladies who
have potted up some lovely plants at the entrance to the
Hall. If you’d like to come along for a cup of coffee, a
piece of cake and a lovely natter then the Cosy Club is
for you on the third Wednesday of the month at 2pm
until 4pm.
There are a couple of dates to look forward to in
May – we have the Quiz Night on 7th May, Gresham’s
School present Songs from the Shows on 11th May from
7.30 - 9pm and the Table Top Sale that was so rudely
interrupted by terrible weather is now on 27th May.
Keep an eye on the calendar, the website and the
Facebook page as more dates are added. If anything has
to be postponed then that’s where you’ll find more info.
Don’t forget the 100 Club – there are still numbers
available.
For the time being, we are keeping the coronavirus
information page on the website. It has been cleaned up
a bit but just in case of unforeseen dramas, the page will
stay up. The hall no longer needs to have QR codes as
Track and Trace goes dormant, but we would urge you
to be careful and use hand sanitiser.
While we can’t possibly know what will happen
between writing this and the Lynx being published, we
would like to send solidarity to those of you with
Ukrainian relatives and friends.
Mary Hunt

Save the Date

We are delighted to announce the revival of our
fabulous Picnic to Jazz for this special, celebratory,
Jubilee Year.
The very popular family event makes its comeback
on Saturday 9th July when the band DixieMix will take
to the stage for an evening of music in the magnificent
ruins of historic Binham Priory.
Picnic to Jazz has been on hold since 2019 so we are
hoping its return will be music to the ears of our picnic
revellers who come equipped with exciting hampers,
rugs, and chairs to make the most of the fun in this
amazing setting.
The box office will open closer to the date. All
details will be posted locally and will be available on
our website, www.friendsofbinhampriory.weebly.com.
For now, please save the date. We will provide more
information in the next edition of the Lynx.
In other news, we have welcomed several new
members in recent months. We have also been busy
working on projects to benefit the Priory Church
building, including a notice board to display current
information about activities at St Mary and the Holy
Cross. The board might even be installed by the time
you read this.
Do please get in touch if you would like to know
more about the Friends of Binham Priory. We can be
contacted by email at friendsofbinhampriory@
gmail.com.
Carolyn Raymond

BINHAM PRIORY CONCERTS

Please make a note in your diaries of the following
concerts. Details will be available in the next edition of
Lynx and on the web site.
28th May, Celestial Voices.
A choral concert to include Bach's “Magnificat”
4th June, Chanter's Jigge,
Part of the Queen's Jubilee celebrations
19th June, Southrepps Chorale
23rd July*, Norwich Baroque
th
16 August *, Civitas (string quartet)
A multi-media event involving the local community
2nd September*, Jonathan Sage
Clarinet and string quartet
10th September*, Andrew Maginley
Lute, a candlelit concert
18th September, Orbita Orchestra and choir
*Concerts are the Summer/Autumn series

BINHAM ART GROUP

What a difference a couple of months makes since
the last edition of the Local Lynx. We emerged out of
lockdown following the lifting of the Covid restrictions
and returned to painting classes in the Binham
Memorial Village Hall. As a precaution we continue to
exercise care and we have asked members to wear face
coverings when moving around the Hall and to sanitise.
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see some new faces so please come along.
If you have any queries give me a call, Sue Elkins
01328 878487 Secretary.

The postponed acrylic pour demonstration and
workshop was rearranged for 8th February and 12
members donned their protective clothing and enjoyed
splashing the paint around. The demonstration produced
three colourful pictures, a Dutch pour blowout akin to a
dancing dragon, a chain pull butterfly and a central
swipe example all using various tools including a
hairdryer, a kitchen torch and straws. A lot of fun for
everyone and some of the results are displayed on the
news page of our website.
Our next demonstration is set for March 15th when
local artist Bob Brandt will be giving us a
demonstration of Life Drawing. This is something we
all need to practice.
Looking further ahead we are going to paint and sell
‘Postcards’ for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June to
raise money for the Village Jubilee Fund. Artists have
also been challenged to produce paintings on the same
‘Royal’ theme to commemorate this significant event.
These pictures will displayed in the Village Hall over
the Jubilee weekend.
Well done to Isabel Tipple on winning the February
Picture of the Month competition with her lovely soft
pastel “Summer Meadow”. This is now displayed in
The Gallery at The Chequers and on our website
www.BinhamArtGroup.weebly.com. Robin Townend

BINHAM MEMORIAL HALL
100+ Club winners

February winners: £25 Wendy Mar sh, £10 Chloe
Fowle, Joanna King, £5 Christine Rand, Emma
Salvadori, Mick Jeffery.
March winners: £25 Mike Ulph, £10 Alan Br own,
Tim Walduck, £5 Sheilin Cuthbert, Alex Wales, Stanley
Hewitt.
If anyone would like to join the 100+ club, please
call at 8 Priory Crescent or ring June Read on 01328
830106.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Go gentle in peacefulness through the violence of these
days: Try to give freely and show tenderness in all your
ways. (Thess.3. v.16)

COCKTHORPE
Contact: Maurice Matthews 01328 830350
maurice.matthews@peppard.net

BINHAM YOUTH CLUB

It is hoped with the easing of restrictions we can reopen the youth group. As we have been closed for two
years, this means our certifications have expired and we
are in the process of getting our staff up to date with all
the requirements. So please keep an eye out on the
notice boards for a date. We are hoping to open when
schools re-open after the Easter holidays.
Andrew Marsh. 01328 830178

No news from Cockthorpe this time.

HINDRINGHAM & BINHAM OPEN CIRCLE

We are now meeting again at Hindringham Village
Hall at 7.15 pm.
This is our proposed programme for 2022
21st April, Hand bells
19th May, Norfolk evening with Holt Bookshop
16th June, Garden visit
21st July, William Dexter with Charlotte Paton
15th September, Edith Cavell with Georgette Vale
20th October, A Celebration of Harvest
17th November, Heritage wool
15th December, Christmas meal
We welcome back our members and would love to
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you all there.

FIELD DALLING

Sharrington & District Gardening Group

Jim Paine: “The Secret Life of Plants
Jim Paine will be at the Villagers’ Hall on the 20th
April for a talk on the “The Secret Life of Plants”. Jim
will also be bringing plants from his nursery. The event
starts at 7pm.

Contact: Julie Wiltshire
julie_wilson75@hotmail.com

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

Hall Improvements

We will be delighted to welcome everyone as we
continue our journey towards Easter.
The Lent group, based on Susanne Gunner’s 40
Prayers for 40 days, continues in our kitchen at Manor
Farm Cottage, 67 Langham Road, on Mondays and on
Zoom on Tuesdays, both at 4.45pm. Please contact
Fiona Newton on fionanewton46@gmail.com or 07810
058215 for further details. These informal discussions
take place every week until Easter.
During Holy Week do join us for our Palm Sunday
service on April 10th at 11am, for short services of
reflection each evening from Monday to Thursday at
6.30pm, and for a service of reflection on Good Friday
at 10.30am.
On Easter Day, 17th April, we will celebrate Easter
Day with Holy Communion at 11am: all welcome.
Looking ahead to the Jubilee, we are planning a
range of events including Open Gardens, a tree planting,
a Celebration Coffee Morning with an opportunity to
view recent history through our registers, an exhibition
of paintings, and a Commemoration Service. More
details next month!
Ian Newton

The Villagers' Hall has a new Sharp cooker with a
non-induction ceramic 4 plate hob and two ovens, a top
grill oven and main fan oven. The old faulty cooker has
gone for recycling. Thank you to Steve Collins for
getting this done.

U3A FAMILY HISTORY GROUP

Our Family History group uses the village hall for
our meetings, and we wondered if you would like to
join us. Our group covers everything from the start of
your family tree to advanced research and we also cover
social history where we understand how our families
lived and worked. We meet once a month and cover
many topics of Family History.
We are part of North Norfolk U3A, and there are
more than 1000 across the UK whose members are
making the most of life by continuing their creative,
social, or educational interests in a friendly and
encouraging atmosphere.
As a member you can join as many interest groups as
you wish, including the Family History group which is
now established in your village hall.
Please visit our website for more information:
www.northnorfolku3a.org.uk and if you wish to join,
please use this email membership@northnorfolk
u3a.org.uk.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP

We have noticed, along with some other
bereavement groups, that since Covid, there has been a
fall in numbers needing to join the group. We have
given some thought to this and have decided to take a
pause for a while and see whether the demand remains
low. Do please get in touch if you or a friend is going
through that dark time of grieving. We are here to help.
Lizzie Boal and Fiona Newton 07810 058215:
fionanewton46@gmail.com.

200 CLUB WINNERS

February winners:
Eric Hotblack: £50
Chris Williams: £25
Mrs E Peart: £15

March winners:
Margaret Jarvis: £50
Jenny Allison: £25
Roy Nicholson: £15

OPEN GARDENS

VILLAGERS’ HALL

Sunday 29th May 12 noon – 5pm

Village Pub Night
Fri 8th April, 6pm

Please pop the date in your diary. We are planning
our first ever Open Gardens with sunshine (we hope!)
and flowers a plenty. Cottage gardens, formal gardens,
and intriguing gardens. £5 entry to all. Details from
Louise Shone and Fiona Newton: 07810 058215.

Please come along and join us for a village pub night
on Friday 8th April from 6pm at the Villagers’ Hall.
It will be an opportunity for us all to have a great get
together over a glass or two. Please bring your own
choice of drinks. Music and chat come free! Hope to see
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hope to have an Easter egg hunt, and other attractions.
There will be no entrance fee.
We hope many will come from Gunthorpe and
elsewhere; and that everyone will be generous with
donations, especially in appreciation of the musicians
We aim to have fruit juice punch and cake for sale
but hope that some may bring picnics and make a day of
it making full use of the extensive churchyard.
We could not do this without the wonderful support
of The Friends of Gunthorpe Church.
The Easter service at St Mary’s Gunthorpe will be at
9.30am, with Roger Bland.

GUNTHORPE
Contact: Jane Paton 07989 534145
jacarwardine@googlemail.com

FOGPC

January

50/50 Club Draw Results
February

Ellie Metcalf
£20
Sharon Lloyd
£20
Michael Bunting £15
Lucy Bent
£15
Dave Godin
£10
Chris Foster
£10
Vivienne Wilson £5
Lisa Rush
£5
Harriett Worsley £5
Fred Worsley
£5
Peter Howard
£5
Lynn Marr
£5
Nigel Ford
£5
Emily Lemberger
£5
We start 2022 with 144 members, our highest
number of supporters ever. But as always, we would
welcome more - so if you are new to the village or have
been here a while and not yet joined would you consider
joining us? If you would like more information on the
50:50 Club please contact either Myfi Everett on 01263
860035 or John Blakeley on 01263 861008.
The monthly coffee morning began again in January
and both the January and February meetings have been
well supported – so hopefully things are now getting
back to normal. As always the May draw on 28th May
will be a mega draw to balance the books at the end of
the current subscription year and ensure that Club
members receive 50% back in prizes. The new
subscription year starts on 1st June 2022 and I will be
sending out an e-mail reminder to members.
John Blakeley

FRIENDS OF GUNTHORPE PC

We have been looking for volunteers to help run and
organize the Gunthorpe village fete. Due to covid, we
have not held the fete for the last two years and the
church in particular is desperate for the income from the
fete (which is split 50/50 between the Village Institute
and the church). Though many regulars have come
forward to say they will help in running their usual ‘bit’,
there is a large hole in the organisation and running onthe-day that needs to be filled. It is also felt that it will
be hard to gather prizes from the usual places who have
been hard-hit by covid. So, unless someone(s) comes
forward very soon, it looks like we will most likely not
have a village fete this year and will try to have some
smaller village gatherings we can organise well with the
people we have available to help.
The first of these is a musical Easter Monday at St.
Mary’s Gunthorpe Church with professional and
amateur musicians playing inside and outside, local
artists exhibiting, a plant stall, cake stall, and cake and
juice punch on sale. We hope it will be a good
opportunity for village people and their friends and
families to gather after these covid months apart for
some fun. Bring a rug and picnic and make a day out of
it. Musicians will be performing throughout the day.
Please, if some people can volunteer to help
coordinate and run the village fete, do come forward.
Phone Marie on 01263-861-373. There is a great plan of
notes to follow and even if not this year we can put
plans forward for the fete of the future.
We will be organising a churchyard clear-up and will
email all Friends members with the date and time.
May you all have a happy spring season ahead and
hope to see many of you on Easter Monday.
Marie Denholm, Friends Chairman

ST MARY’S CHURCH NEWS

Dangerously short of funds to keep our church
going, and with the probability that yet again this year
we will have no income from a village fête, we are
going to have a Church Open Day from 11am to 4pm on
Easter Monday, 18th April.
The main attraction will be music of all sorts
throughout the day by a variety of performers of
different ages, professional and amateur - ranging from
the violin and organ to the accordion and tin whistle
played inside the church and outside.
Local artists and others connected to the village will
show their art, craft and photography, and the church
will be decorated with Easter flowers. There will be
plant, book and cake stalls and weather permitting we
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do please let us know (on 07989 534156 (Jane) or
07976 356191 (David)).
Buying tickets: Tickets ar e available at
eventbrite.co.uk. Once on the site, just sear ch for “A
May Day Concert in Gunthorpe”, location “Norfolk,
UK” and you’ll be able to buy tickets. Space is limited
to 65 people.
Or click on this link if you are reading the online
version of the Lynx https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/amay-day-concert-in-gunthorpe-tickets271027770357?utm-campaign=social&utmcontent=attendeeshare&utmmedium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utmsource=cp&aff=escb.

CALLING ALL BOOKWORMS

in Gunthorpe and surrounding villages

Are you an avid reader or someone who sometimes
struggles to find a book to read given the wide selection
available? Would you welcome meeting other readers?
Are you interested in forming a book club?
If so, please contact me. Hazel. 07778 215236 or
poplarfarm@live.co.uk.

A MAY DAY CONCERT IN
GUNTHORPE
Sunday May 1 at 5.30pm
Mere Place, Sharrington Road

Jane Carwardine (violin) and David Aitman (piano)
would like to invite you to a concert at David and
Marianne’s house at Mere Place to celebrate May Day
and to raise funds for the Institute and Church both of
which urgently need the financial support that has been
largely missing during the pandemic.
We are hoping that many Gunthorpe residents and
visitors will be able to join us for the concert. We hope
each of you who can come would be able to contribute
£10 (or more if you feel able). All monies will go to the
two Gunthorpe charities.
The programme will include pieces by Beethoven,
Clara Schumann, Part and Faure.
The concert will be followed by drinks and snacks
(in the garden, weather permitting) with hopefully a
chance for everyone from Gunthorpe to get together and
catch up after the last two difficult years. All drinks and
some snacks will be provided by David and Jane. If
anyone would like to contribute any additional snacks,

APPROVED PLANNING,
THANK YOU!

Debbie and Nick Boon from The Old School,
Gunthorpe, would like to take the opportunity to
warmly thank all the village members who gave their
support to the retrospective planning application for
Debbie’s studio cabin that went to committee at the end
of January. Due to the unanimous support received and
letters from the parish council and local councillor
Richard Kershaw, they were successful.
Debbie can carry on painting and working from her
studio and will be doing Open Studio later this year.
Many many thanks to you all.
Debbie and Nick
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Langham over the last several weeks in order to review
and assess the level and extent of dog fouling problems
in our village.
At the Parish Council’s request, David has paid
particular attention to North Street; on both the
pavement and the grass verge stretches.
David will continue with his patrol visits to
Langham in the near future.
In addition, he will be applying some temporary
Advisory Stickers to the pavement surface on North
Street during March 2022.
If any fellow villagers wish to comment/report on
incidents of dog fouling anywhere within Langham,
then please either contact a member of your Parish
Council or else go direct to David Thompson himself at
NNDC.
Alan Smith

LANGHAM
Contact: Debi McIntosh 01328 830767
debimcintosh0@gmail.com

THANK YOU DEBI

Already a very well known contributor to the Lynx
pages, we warmly welcome Debi McIntosh to the
backroom as she kindly joins us this month as the new
Langham rep.
RH

CHILDREN’S FRIENDS OF LANGHAM

We are really pleased to say that we now have a
childrens’ committee that will be working closely with
us to provide a voice for the younger generation in the
village. Whilst we ‘oldies’ will continue to do the
donkey work, they will be informing our decision
making and injecting a much welcomed serving of
youthful enthusiasm.
So, welcome to Mimi, Ellie and Harry. They are all
at Langham Village school and will be working on ways
in which your children can contact them. In the
meantime please use friendsoflangham@gmail.com and
we will pass all correspondence on.
FOL committee

NEW COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH
GROUP FOR LANGHAM

When the newly-expanded Langham Parish Council
met for the first time back in early September 2021, one
of the topics on its agenda was to discuss the frequency
of vehicles speeding through our village.
As a result, and with the Parish Council’s
encouragement and support, it was decided to try to reestablish an active Community Speed Watch (CSW)
Group in Langham. The CSW initiative allows
members of the community to address the issue of
speeding by becoming actively involved in road safety
and monitoring speeds at safe locations with speed
detection equipment.
We are very pleased to say that just before the end of
2021, we were successful in reaching the minimum
number of six new volunteers and so the initiative could
then proceed to the next steps. Our application for
Langham’s new CSW Group has been successfully
approved by Norfolk Constabulary’s CSW Support
Team based in Norwich.
Langham’s new CSW Group is still looking for
some more volunteers to join in and to share in the
speed monitoring activities.
So, if you would like to offer support and some of
your time, then please contact the Langham CSW
Group’s Coordinator direct via 07773 820774.
Alan Smith

STREET FAYRE - 20TH AUGUST 2022

Plans are continuing apace for this year’s Street
Fayre. No spoiler alerts here but we have loads for you
to look forward to. A few of the regular attractions are
returning namely; the dog show, children’s
entertainment, stalls, food & drink all day and of course
live music until 11pm, but there will be so much more.
We will be releasing a full programme of events in
the near future but WE NEED YOU! Village
fundraising events like this can only be really successful
with your support so we are looking for volunteers to
man a stall for an hour or so or maybe help with car
parking. Donations of cakes, plants, books, bottles of
booze or amazing raffle prizes will be most welcome
too. Please contact Abby on 07873 110857 or email
langhamstreetfayre@gmail.com. THANK YOU!
Street Fayre Committee

DOG FOULING IN LANGHAM

With Langham Parish Council’s encouragement and
support, the Environmental Protection Team’s Ranger,
David Thompson, from North Norfolk District Council
(NNDC), has been making some inspection visits to
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200 CLUB WINNERS:

LOCUM LYNX REP

The February 200 club draw took place in the Blue
Bell on 24th February and the confirmed winners were:
Mrs K Walker - £30, Mr J Plummer - £20, Mr W
Jenkins - £10
If you would like to be a member of the 200 club and
take please email friendsoflangham@gmail.com or
contact Debi McIntosh 01328 830767 for details.
FOL committee

Hello! I just wanted to introduce myself to you as I
am now the locum Lynx rep for the village. Please feel
free to contact me about the Lynx if you have any
queries. I am unlikely to be able to give you an answer
straight away but I do have the contact details of
someone who can.
Addendum: Writing this in the hour before I have to
submit the articles to our editor – many thanks to the
Langham contributors for getting your articles to me in
good time and being so supportive (smiley face emoji).
Debi McIntosh

LANGHAM DOME MUSEUM

Open again from Thursday 14th April 2022

Spring has arrived,
the daffodils are out and
our Spitfire is coming
out to play again for the
2022 season. By the
time you read this
article, our splendid
Spitfire should be back
on it’s plinth and ready
to welcome visitors to the Dome once again.
We have already started planning things for the new
season. The car park is to be given some attention and a
new flag is ready to be hoisted as the strong winds at the
airfield have left the old one rather tattered and it only
just made it to the end of the season.
We have some new signs, new products for our gift
shop and a new member of staff is to join us, so do
come along and say hello if you can.
We are also really pleased to be part of the Aviation
Heritage Trail, launched this year for East Anglia.
Booklets will be available, with a map and list, of the 30
historical sites for you to visit.
This year we are running our popular grand draw

ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE

Do you enjoy gardening and eating really fresh, tasty
produce but don’t have a very big garden? We have a
number of plots available on our very friendly
allotments for just £20 per year for a large plot and £15
for a smaller one. You don’t have to be a Langham
resident as everyone is welcome. So if you, or anyone
you know is interested or has any questions, please
contact Cavin on 01328 830444 and he will be happy to
give you further information.
Debi McIntosh

FRIENDS OF LANGHAM

Saturday 16th April is Easter party day!

The Friends of Langham are hosting a children’s
Easter Party Eggstravaganza (yes, I really did do that!)
on the 16th April. We will have an Easter egg treasure
hunt around the village, with three additional “Bunny
Booster” prizes, which will be starting and ending at the
Village Hall. From 3pm to 5 pm we are hosting a
children’s disco and party. So make a note:
When: Saturday 16th April
Where: Village Hall
Time: 2pm Treasure Hunt in the village
3pm – 5pm Disco and party in the village hall
Cost: £3 per child, payable on the door
We will be selling teas, coffees (and something a
little stronger) along with cakes, so any donations of
cake or nibbles from the community will be very
welcome. For donations, please liaise with Edwina
Allen, 01328 830348 or email friendsoflangham@
gmail.com.
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again and to mark our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, the
trustees have decided to give cash prizes.
1st prize - £500, 2nd prize - £250, 3rd prize - £100,
4th & 5th prize - £50
So please help us to support the Dome, our (and
your) unique historical building and buy a ticket for £1
each.
Opening hours for 2022
April–May 10am – 4pm (Fri., Sat. & Sun.)
June–October 10am – 4pm (Wed. to Sun. incl.)
Plus all bank Holidays dur ing our open season.
As usual, we are always hoping to recruit volunteers
to join our happy band. All we ask of you is that you
have a friendly disposition and an interest in local and
aviation history. You can contribute as many hours as
you wish (slots are 10am–1pm or 1pm–4pm). We would
be delighted to have you on board.
Deborah Wilson, Dome Manager

preparations, we have arranged to hold our bring & buy
on 28th May. This will be held in the churchyard, if the
weather is fine, or relocated to inside the church or the
Village Hall if wet. Keep a look out for posters. There
will be the usual coffee morning stalls and refreshments.
If anyone would like to bake a cake or bring along
books, gifts, small bric-a-brac or a raffle prize, all will
be gratefully received. If you would like to help on a
stall, do get in touch. Proceeds are for Langham Church
General Fund. We look forward to seeing you.
Ann Sherriff 01328 830 605

LANGHAM CHURCH

You might have seen
builders’ cars, vans and
lorries at the church in
February. The inside of the
Nave
(where
the
congregation sits) was
scaffolded out and it has
been cleaned, plaster repaired, cracks filled and then
repainted. The Chancel (where the altar is) has had the
same treatment. What a difference, do pop in and have a
look. Unfortunately we did not have enough funds to do
the tower or south aisle but maybe later, all donations
gratefully received.
During the preparation, the builders found behind
some of the blistered plaster some very old wall
paintings, these have been left exposed for all to see,
they are on the east wall of the Chancel above the altar.
Again, please feel free to have a look.
Also, right at the top of the truss on the wall between
the Nave and Chancel is a date carving of 1868. This
was the date when the church roof thatch was taken
down and replaced by slates. It’s so dark one cannot
really see it from the floor level.
The Easter service timings will be displayed on both
the church notice board and here in the Lynx.
Edward Allen, Churchwarden

NCT BIKE RIDE

Following our article in the Lynx Christmas issue,
we are pleased to report that we have received £430.47
from the Norfolk Churches Trust as a result of the
valiant efforts of bike riders Rob Lee and William
Morton.
NCT expressed their ‘most sincere thanks to all who
contributed to this event’ and Langham Church P.C.C,
was equally grateful. The bike ride next year will take
place on Saturday 10th September. Colin & A nn Sheriff

BRING & BUY COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 28th May 10am-12noon

Due to a change in the calendar this year, the second
May bank holiday (which is our usual date for this
event) has been moved into June so, to avoid the Jubilee

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

The Saturday coffee mornings on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month have restarted and we would
love to welcome you for a chat and a mardle (and a
moan if you want) from 10am to 12noon.

MORSTON
Contact: Martin Cardoe 07973 885665
mcardoe@msn.com

YUDICE HORNE
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It is with sadness that we learnt
recently of the death of Yudice
Horne. Yudice was born in Canada
in 1936, moved to England and
married Michael, a publisher.
Michael died in 2000 and Yudice, an
artist, continued to live in The
Carriage House, Morston finally
then moving to Sheringham several
years ago – where she died.

FMC MORSTON QUIZ

JEAN YVONNE CHELL

On Saturday 5th
February,
the
Friends of Morston
Church held its
annual (apart from
last year) Morston
Quiz night. To
allow for better
social
distancing
the event was held
in Blakeney village
hall and we would like to express our gratitude to the
BVH trustees for their support. Due to Covid concerns a
couple of the traditional teams were unable to field a
full contingent, so a new team, the Morston Mavericks
was formed and we were delighted to welcome back an
old favourite Missing the Point, who have been missing
from the quiz for a few years. A new quiz master, Peter
Tibbetts, took over from Joc Wingfield after nearly 20
years of sterling work in the post.
Seven teams battled it out for glory which was
closely fought right up to the last round when the
Morston Macaroons were pipped at the post, by half a
mark, by the defending champions the Morston
Pishmires, ably captained, as usual, by Mary Athill.
Many congratulations to all the Pishmires,
commiserations to the Macaroons on their valiant effort
and a loud round of applause to all other contestants for
participating in a wonderfully enjoyable quiz night. As a
reward, those present were treated to a delicious dinner
of cottage pie with salad followed by fruit crumble and
Eton mess.
Huge thanks go out to all the volunteers who
produced the meal and particularly to Jill Tibbetts for
organising and washing-up. Thank you also to Rob &
Sally Metcalfe and Sue Smith for scoring (and washing
up), David Beale, who did a superb job as manager of
the mobile bar and to all those who generously donated
prizes for the raffle, a considerable number of which
finished up in the hands of the Morston Mavericks. We
are pleased to announce that the event raised just under
£1,200, so thanks to all attendees for their generosity.

10th May 1932 – 7th February 2022

Jean was the beloved wife of
the late Brian Chell, devoted and
loving mother of Sally, Jane,
Andrew, Belinda, and Lisa,
grandmother
to
fourteen
grandchildren
and
great
grandmother to thirteen great
grandchildren. She passed away at
home – at the age of 89 – on 7th
February, 2022.
In a tribute, celebrating his
mother’s life, Andrew Chell referred to a request he’d
made to his sisters. Asking each to provide three words
that best described their mother - a theme emerged:
busy, hard-working, diligent, conscientious, unflagging.
It seems that Jean was always busy, so very, very
busy and she would never take a break until the job had
been done. But Jean was much
more than a tireless worker, she
was
loving,
loyal,
caring,
supportive,
welcoming,
mischievous, energetic, upbeat,
determined, tidy, forthright, and
feisty.
Gardening had always been Jean’s
thing - though in more recent years
it was weeding that had become
her thing. Jean’s trademark
bottoms-up pose was a familiar sight seen around
Morston. On the sides of the road, down at the quay, in
the churchyard. Often in places where she was not
meant to be. And always with Doris sat patiently by her
side.
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There are a couple of apologies I would like to make
on her behalf. Firstly - to the villagers of Morston - I
would like to say sorry to the recipients of the “over-the
-wall” handfuls of weeds - and stones - launched daily –
like grenades - into their gardens. Secondly - to Morston
PCC – I must apologise for the discontinuation of the
voluntary weeding service in the churchyard!
Jean was born on May 10th, 1932 in Sawley, Long
Eaton, Notts to Albert and Mabel Marmont.
Early years for Jean were in the house on Tamworth
Road that fronted the soft drinks factory her father
Albert (AJ) owned. Jean would recall happy memories
of riding the roller conveyor track inside the factory,
sitting in an empty wooden bottle crate, no doubt
shrieking with excitement.
As the business grew, the house was required for
office space and the family moved to Harrington Park,
an imposing Victorian villa near West Park in Long
Eaton.
Jean’s brother Tony describes his younger sister as “little
miss firecracker”. But - reading between the lines - I suspect
that she might have been a bit of an annoyance to him. Tony
recalls going on a bike ride with his friends. Being a
tomboy, Jean was always keen to tag along with whatever
the ‘boys’ were doing - but they did not want her with them
- so they would cycle faster and faster. But Jean just cycled
faster. She was never going to give up. Jean never gave up
on anything.
The world of academia did not feature heavily in Jean’s
life, preferring as she did, more energetic activities such as
sport. Jean attended Sawley Junior School, followed by
secondary education divided between St Mary’s Convent in
Long Eaton and later, at one of England’s oldest boarding
schools, Ockbrook School in Derbyshire.
At the age of eighteen, Jean progressed to college in
Leicester where she attended a two-year course in
Institutional Catering Management, followed by one year’s
practical experience working as an employee in the canteen
at British Celanese in Spondon. Jean achieved a First-Class
grade in large-scale cookery; these were valuable masscatering skills that would serve Jean well in later years!
Sometime in her first year at college, Jean met her
husband to be, Brian Chell. They married on July 4th, 1953,
at Sawley Parish Church. Brian was 22, Jean 21.
The first 17 years of married life must have been like
living in a whirlwind. Having five children, moving house
three times, and filling the gaps with Brian building boats in
the garage and racing them at Mallory Park, taking Pretty
Polly - a boat with a cabin - on the river to go water skiing,
swimming in the river, lovely picnics with other families,
holidays in Norfolk, beach huts, cherry pies, sandy
sandwiches for lunch, playing on the beach whatever the
weather.
In 1970, the family moved to a modest country house in
Charnwood Forest. Benscliffe House was the most
wonderful home, with non-stop swimming parties, BBQs
and wonderful Sunday lunches. Jean was at the centre of
everything, there was always cake to be had, meals for
everyone who was around, and a bed for the night when
needed. She never stopped.
And then there was the flasher incident. It happened in
the late 1970s when Jean was sweeping out the stables with
a stiff-bristled yard brush. I am not sure how a flasher might
end up in the middle of the countryside or why he would
choose to walk up such a long drive. But much to Jean’s

surprise, the flasher arrived at the stable block and started
opening and closing his mackintosh. Never one to back
down, Jean shouted at him. “is that the best you can do?”
and then proceeded to chase him down the drive with yard
brush in hand!
In 1980, Brian and Jean moved to Linford Farm,
Leicestershire. The parties and gatherings of friends and
family continued, with Jean enjoying tennis, gardening,
riding, and dog walking with her friends in the village; her
social life was as busy as ever.
Shortly after the move, Brian’s health took a sudden and
dramatic turn for the worse and over the 10 years that
followed, his health continued to decline. Sadly, Brian died
at the age of 60 in 1991. Jean had lost the love of her life.
In 2000, at the age of 68, Jean upped sticks from
Leicestershire, and moved to Low Barn in Morston, where
she lived for the rest of her life.
Low Barn quickly became Jean’s sanctuary; she was
incredibly happy there. In the early years there was a
constant stream of visiting family, and friends from different
eras of her life, and there would always be a welcoming
meal and cake for anyone who stopped by.
Jean was never more content than when she was
pottering around in the gardens at Low Barn and Hall Farm
Barn. And taking twice-daily walks with her various dogs
on the salt marshes. She played tennis well into her eighties,
she played golf, bowls, and bridge, she joined the NADFAS
group to help with conservation work at Holkham Hall, she
was involved with Morston PCC and helped-out at the fundraising events for the church. Along the way Jean made
some exceptionally good friends in the village.
(Edited version of a tribute given by Andrew Chell at
a Service of Thanksgiving to Celebrate the Life of Jean
Chell held at All Saints Church, Morston)

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING

Morston has two defibrillators located in the village, one
positioned outside the village hall and one down on the
Quay attached to the National Trust centre. To broaden
knowledge on how to use them, the Morston Parish Council
is arranging a defibrillator training session. It is due to take
place at 9am on Tuesday 10th May and takes approximately
2-3 hours. Places are limited so if you are interested in
attending, please contact Jill Tibbetts on 01263 741082 or
email confidentcooking@aol.com.

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
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the Northern Ireland Committee, a period when IRA
snipers were actively targeting individuals. Already
1990 had seen the assassination of MP Ian Gow, who
had developed the party policy on Northern Ireland.
And 1991 was the year the IRA attacked 10 Downing
Street in an attempt to kill the Prime Minister. Ivor was
on the IRA hit list and, as a result of Ivor living part
time in Sharrington, locals came under intense scrutiny
with Special Branch moving into the village. Every road
into the village was guarded by patrol vehicles and men
in overalls and shiny black boots ostensibly ‘worked’
around the village. The church tower accommodated
Special Branch snipers and a hayrick opposite The
Chequers had a special branch ‘outpost’ inside. The
Home Office installed grenade-proof curtains and an
alarm system in the house.
But when Ivor was not in residence, a vetted
individual with a key to the property was needed to let
in Special Branch whenever the alarm went off, a
frequent occurrence due to the local barn owl. Hence
Derek was security cleared so he could be the key
holder.
We no longer have such ‘high profile’ neighbours,
although we still have family-owned ‘part-time’
properties in the village as well as a few holiday homes.
But during these trying times it is nice to know you
have your neighbours just keeping an eye on your
property rather than Special Branch!
Anne Abrams

CELEBRATIONS

Plans are underway for the village to join in national
celebrations to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee in the first week of June. While they are yet to
be finalised, events are being organised for the whole
village to participate in and enjoy. Likely activities will
include house decorations with lights, flags and bunting,
bell ringing at All Saints Church, bonfire by the Quay as
well as a picnic tea. Further details will be included in
the next Lynx edition.

SAXLINGHAM
Contact: John Pridham 01328 831851
jcwpridham@gmail.com
No news from Saxlingham this time.

SHARRINGTON
Contact: Claire Dubbins 01263 862261
cdubbins@btinternet.com
www.sharrington.org.uk

CRAFT GROUP

NEIGHBOURS

Get together with craft is moving to Friday mornings
10.30am -12.30pm. As usual we will continue with
themed craft sessions covering a variety of techniques.
Or you can just come along with your own project and
enjoy some crafting company over a coffee.

No, not the soap on TV but the ones we kept an eye
on during Covid and were pleased to see for a chat
because it made a change from our nearest and dearest.
But are we prepared to be security cleared to live
next door to them? This was Derek Harris’s fate when
the house next door to him was sold in 1975.
Formerly the Hastings Arms and latterly The
Chequers, this building had been a licensed pub until
1956. The pub had a bit of land on which the publicans
usually had a smallholding to supplement their income.
The building then became a garage, buying and selling
vehicles and advertising in the EDP as “Chequers’ Plant
Services” in 1971.
With various machines being abandoned in the
grounds and a couple of Nissan huts it would have been
a bit unkempt in 1975 when it was bought by Ivor
Stanbrook (1924-2004), the Conservative party MP for
Orpington from 1970-1992.
From 1990-1991 one of Ivor’s roles was chairman of
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Friday 1st April we will be doing an Easter themed
craft project and on 6th May we will be getting ready for
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Will we be using red,
white and blue? Why not come along and see?
And good news if you have the grandchildren
staying for Easter holidays. We can accommodate them
with their very own craft project in April. Just give us
some notice via our email sharringtonvh@gmail.com.
Sarah Bell and Anne Abrams

provided highly entertaining evenings. We look forward to
their return. By the time you read this we will also have
been richly entertained by the renowned Edwina Hayes and
Carrie Martin for which tickets disappeared quickly.
If you are reading this before Saturday 26th March tickets
may still be available for the well-known and respected
North Norfolk band The Fried Pirates. Continuing our
endeavour to provide a variety of types of music this band
will perform shanties and well-known sing-along songs
whilst playing a wide variety of instruments. It’s going to be
great fun. Tickets are £5 each.
On 30th April we welcome back Ken Nicol and Wendy
Ross. They last visited us in February 2020, just before
lockdown, and they provided one of the very best evenings
we have ever had in the hall. Ken has played in a variety of
well-known bands and was a long-time member of Steeleye
Span. He has recorded with many very famous acts and is
internationally recognised as one of the best guitarist/singer
songwriters in this country. Wendy Ross will accompany
him. Wendy is an acclaimed violinist having performed on
the same stage as Jethro Tull and many other big names.
Tickets are £15 each.
On 28th May we have the welcome return of Norfolk
band The Tildens. Tickets are £5 each.
Tickets are available for all the above events from Chris
Abrams at sharringtonvh@gmail.com. We look forward
to welcoming you to the hall soon.
CA

FOODBANK NEWS

The Mid Norfolk Foodbank, writing to thank us for
our donations in 2021, has told us that Sharrington’s
total of 278.9kg has helped provide 593 meals for
people in crisis last year. In 2022 we have already
donated 44.6kg, and as spring approaches we are
thinking ahead to Easter and hoping to make a bumper
collection of Easter eggs. These will have to be
delivered by the beginning of April so shop early. As I
write on the last day of February two days before Ash
Wednesday I see Easter eggs are already in the shops.
We have also been asked for nappies. For many of us
it may have been a while since these have been an item
in our shopping trolleys and it may come as a bit of a
shock, as it was to me, to discover how expensive they
are, a real strain on the finances of families already
facing hard choices. So if anyone feels they can add just
one pack to the pile at the bottom of the font at the back
of the church it would be very much appreciated.
AS

CHURCH NOTES

We continue to meet for worship every Sunday and
will celebrate Easter on Sunday 17th April.
On Sunday 5th June we will mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee with a special service after which
refreshments will be served. All are welcome.
Please check the church noticeboard for further
details.
TP

NOBLE ROTTERS WINE CLUB
SOMETHING A LIDL DIFFERENT

For our penultimate tasting of the present series on 21st
January, we pitched a selection of wines from Aldi against
those from Lidl. Ten wines altogether with five white and
five red. The whites were all under £7 a bottle and featured
an Alvarinho and a Lugana from Aldi and a Gruner
Veltliner, a Gavi and a Pinot Gris from Lidl. In the world of
the wine review, Aldi normally secures the accolades but, in
our case, it was the wines of Lidl that shone more brightly.
When it came to the reds, however, it was rather a different
story with Aldi living up to its reputation. The wines were
between £8 and £14 a bottle and, perhaps somewhat
unsurprisingly, the Amarone from Aldi was voted ‘best in
show’. It was hard to choose between the two Chateauneuf
du Papes and the Barolo from Lidl did not disappoint. The
most surprising? A very modestly priced 2014 Rioja Gran
Reserva from Aldi. Way better than the price of £7.49 a
bottle suggested.
By the time of publication our final tasting featuring a
selection of wines to be presented by independent
merchants, Satchells of Burnham Market will have come
and gone and. hopefully, we will have lined up the glasses
for series eight.
Chief Rotter

SHARRINGTON & DISTRICT
GARDENERS

The Sharrington and District Gardening Group
opened its 2022 programme with a complimentary
afternoon tea and quiz to accompany the short AGM.
With the emphasis on ‘short’ that day, it was voted to
rename the group as Sharrington and District Gardeners.
Although not all members are free during the afternoon,
over 30 attended and enjoyed a sumptuous spread of
cakes and sandwiches and a quiz, which offered
something for everyone but certainly not everything for
anyone.

SHARRINGTON LIVE MUSIC NIGHTS

It has been really wonderful to welcome people back to
Sharrington village hall and to provide lively, entertaining
music evenings once again. For the majority of events we
have decided to continue with cabaret style seating,
providing an area for those who want to dance and good
ventilation so people are not packed together.
Recently we hosted Norfolk bands Cutting the Mustard
and Third Degree. Both events sold out and both groups
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The committee explained it is looking into setting up
a new website, primarily to make it easier for people
who might be interested in joining a gardening group to
find out about SDG on the internet, as well as to provide
a focal point for information and updates for current
members. It is hoped to have this set up by the summer.
Events for the spring and early summer are a talk by
Jim Paine on Wednesday 20th April on ‘The Secret Life
of Plants’, a garden visit to Raveningham Hall on 18th
May and an evening wildflower walk at Spout Hills on
15th June. If you would like to join Sharrington and
District Gardeners or just to find out more about the
group, email Barbara Wiles at barbarara@hotmail.co.uk
or call 01263 860215.
BW

STIFFKEY
Contact: Sophia Williams 07800 590262
stiffkeylynx@gmail.com

GENERAL NEWS

I hope that everyone managed to get away with not
too much damage to their properties during the recent
storms. Eunice and Franklin blew down fences, trees
and roof tiles in the village.
The Stiffkey Red Lion re-opened in February when
the first pub quiz of the year, kicked off their events
season with pazazz. The winning team, The Young
Ones, very generously donated their prize to the charity,
the East Anglian Children’s Hospice.
The pub kindly allowed the Coastal Marsh Artists to
organise themselves ahead of their Open Studio Trail
which begins on the 28th May, for nine days. In Stiffkey,
it is myself, Sophia Williams, opening my studio doors
daily for the event from 10am until 5pm.
Enough villagers wrote to the returning officer at
North Norfolk District Council to request an election for
the vacancy on the Stiffkey parish council. This has
prompted the returning officer to call an election for the
vacancy to be held on the 7th April.
A pair of lapwings, which are ground nesting birds,
have been getting their nest ready on the water meadow
that runs in parallel to the river Stiffkey. Dog owners
please be aware that at this time of the year where there
is long grass there is very likely to be ground nesting
birds.
This Month’s Seasonal Recipe
Asparagus Risotto
St George’s Day on 23rd April hails the start of the
Asparagus Season.
Ingredients
2 tbsp olive oil
2 shallots, finely chopped
3 garlic gloves, very finally chopped
400g arborio rice
200ml white wine (the wine you will then have with it)
1 litre of vegetable stock
150g of frozen peas
Bunch of asparagus (about 10 stems)
2 tbsp of pine kernels
Handful of parsley or basil, roughly chopped to garnish
Instructions
Heat the oil in a large, deep pan or wok over a

VILLAGE HALL

As spring approaches villagers are brushing down their
bric-a-brac and cleaning up their chintz for a brand new
event for 2022, the Sharrington Tabletop Sale. Come along
on Saturday May 21st between 10am and 2pm and rummage
our stalls both in the hall and around the village. There will
be something for all ages and you never know, you may just
find that one item you have coveted your whole life. Come
to the hall to receive a map of where the stall holders are and
have a cup of tea or coffee while you are there.
To book a table simply contact us at
sharringtonvh@gmail.com. Tables are £5 each. On the
morning, simply set up your stall and await your eager
customers.
The Platinum Jubilee celebrations are happening in
Sharrington. Come and join us for the Big Jubilee Lunch at
the village hall on Sunday 5th June between 12 noon and
5pm. Bring your own food and we will provide the rest,
musical entertainment plus teas, coffees and a little
celebratory fizz. Everyone in the village is welcome.
Looking ahead to July and a date for your diaries, on
Saturday 16th, we shall be holding our 40’s afternoon tea
event which was postponed from earlier this year. On arrival
guests will see vintage cars and their owners in 40’s attire.
Inside there will be a sumptuous tea with sandwiches and
homemade cakes, plus a bar. Musical entertainment is
included provided by the Swingtones and other artists and a
surprise cabaret act. All this for £12.50 with limited tickets
available from Chris Abrams at sharringtonvh@gmail.com.
David Webb
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medium heat. Fry the shallots for a few minutes until
soft and lightly browned, then add the garlic.
Tip the rice into the pan and toast it for one minute,
before pouring in the wine. Let the alcohol burn off for
a minute or so, then add the first ladle of vegetable
stock. The trick is to keep the dish over a medium to
high heat and stir regularly until the liquid is absorbed
and then add another ladle. Repeat this until all the
stock is all used up. Add the frozen peas and allow to
simmer for another five minutes.
Whilst the risotto is simmering, heat your serving
bowls. Then scatter the pine kernels into a hot griddle
pan for one minute until you can smell them. Then place
them on a side plate.
Add a little oil to the hot pan and sear the asparagus
steams until tender and char-marked. Chop each stem
into roughly five pieces, then add to the risotto and
allow to stand for five minutes.
Season to taste and scatter your parsley or basil over,
along with the toasted pine kernels.
Wine pairing suggestion is a lightly oaked
Chardonnay from either Burgundy or the New World.
2020 is an exceptional year for Burgundy, if you can get
your hands on one.
Sophia W illiams

in aid of St Johns Church Stiffkey, a children's trail, and
a small display re the history of the house.
In 2021 the National Garden Scheme (Yellow Book)
was able to distribute over £3million to its beneficiary
nursing and health charities which include Marie Curie,
Macmillan Cancer support and Hospice UK. Look out
for the Norfolk County Booklet in Stiffkey Stores and
local garden centres coming soon which gives details of
other Norfolk Gardens opening for the scheme.
Arabella Morgan

STIFFKEY VILLAGE FACEBOOK

The Stiffkey Village Group has been used to
highlight things of interest to its members. These past
two months have had numerous posts. Ideas for local
days out, local-area press clippings, including one of a
visit by the Queen to RAF Sculthorpe and advance
notifications to tune into TV shows including the one
we had about Countryfile, featuring the Holkham
Estate.
We have recently added a list to the top of the village
Facebook page, which itemises external groups that are
based in Stiffkey. We hope this is a useful resource for
you.
Sophia W illiams

WARBOROUGH HOUSE
OPEN GARDENS

TALES FROM THE RIVERBANK

The riverbank has been the scene of some romance
in the build up to valentine’s day. A drake mallard –
called Romeo, of course – has, unusually for the
species, been in the happy position of receiving much
attention from two female mallards. These ladies have
been vying for his interest and squabbling between
themselves for who gets to ‘cuddle’ him.
All this is in stark contrast to the behaviour I’ve
previously witnessed from the mallards, which normally
involves several drakes scrapping violently over one
female. Our Romeo certainly has some unique
attraction, and we have been feeding him sunflower
seeds to keep his strength up.
The other ducks who have obviously paired up are
two Teals, and I must confess seeing them at very close
quarters for the first time I was struck by their delicate
beauty, and how very small they are. The male looks
very dashing with his chestnut and green head. Even
smaller however, we have had a visit from a little grebe.
They are very stumpy in appearance with hardly any
tail. Diving frequently for fish and insects, at first sight
they are almost rodent like.
Speaking of rodents, because the river was so low

The gardens of Warborough House will be open in
aid of the National Garden Scheme charities on Sunday
29th May 2022 11am until 4pm. Admission is £6,
children are free. Please follow the yellow signs to
parking area from the main road. Please do not park on
the village roads as this causes congestion. The
Coasthopper bus stops are right outside the garden
opposite the Stiffkey Stores. There will be refreshments
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to form, especially around sewage release points. This
will improve water quality, help treat the effluent and
remove excess nutrients such as phosphorus and
ammonia. Great news for our lovely river, and the
wildlife which relies on it.
Martin W illiams

earlier this year, we were able to spot a new burrow
hidden in a reed bed just at the bottom of our garden.
Our dog spotted it, and although she is trained not to
jump in our stretch of river, there was obviously a very
interesting scent emanating which suggested it was
inhabited. We do try to keep her away from the wildlife
as much as we practically can, and she has got very
obedient at not chasing birds now.
I set up my little wildlife camera, which is motion
activated, and after some false starts due to reeds
wafting, I was able to get some great shots of a water
vole feeding on the water cress which now grows by
those reeds (replacing the nettles that we removed).
Leaving our river margin largely uncultivated has paid
off – voles need decent vegetation as cover, and they
feed voraciously on it. They will eat 80% of their body
weight every day.
Our most endangered mammal, the water vole is
protected. They have multiple burrows and will store
food in some. This time of year, it
is tough for them as food is
scarcer. Many young don’t survive
their first winter, especially if they
don’t get enough fat store in place
beforehand. We hope ‘our’ vole
survives. A female will have a
territory of about 30 metres of
bank, so it is possible this one is
the same animal I saw last
summer. Note the picture of the
paw prints in the riverbank.
Other mammals have been around.
Otter footprints have appeared on
the muddy ‘beach’ under the alder trees, and they have
clearly been using the base of the tree as a den (or holt).
There is a cleared ramp up to an ideal platform formed
within the tree and hedge. A few bones nearby
evidenced their meals. I just hope they aren’t vole
bones.
Our other visitor of note has been a very bold stoat,
which has been investigating all the nooks and crannies
in the field opposite. Stoats are good swimmers, and I
hope it too steers clear of our little endangered water
vole. Stick to eating mice and rabbits please.
Following my concerns about silty water in the
Stiffkey, I contacted the Norfolk Rivers Trust. They
informed me they are deep into the planning stages of
deploying a large grant they received last year from the
green recovery challenge fund. They will be naturalising
the river flow at various points and allow new wetlands

NORTH NORFOLK BOOK WORMS
Away with the Penguins by Hazel Prior

Hazel Prior’s book was billed as a
joyful No.1 Richard & Judy pick. Did
we find it so?
The story concerns Veronica
McCreedy, 85, with no family and few
friends but considerable wealth. A
chance documentary about Adelie
penguins combined with discovering a
hitherto unknown grandson, leads to
life changing decisions.
The group generally found the book an enjoyable,
soothing and quite funny read, certainly an entertaining
holiday book. Veronica McCreedy is a quirky, stubborn
and acerbic heroine who takes a bit of warming to and
some of us found quite irritating! There are themes of
aging, human kindness, keeping links with family as
well as protecting the environment. The narrative style
is enjoyable as chapters switch between Veronica and
her grandson Patrick and the reader experiences the
blossoming of their relationship in parallel to Veronica
hand rearing an Adelie penguin chick.
It was around her Antarctic trip that several of the
book club members felt credibility was being stretched.
Getting to an Antarctic research station appeared too
easy for any 85 year old, especially one who also went
out onto the ice carrying a red leather handbag! Without
giving away any spoilers, the group felt that the
Epilogue was unnecessary.
Overall, a heart-warming read 3/5.
For any new residents to the Stiffkey area, we
suggest a read of Tarka the Otter by Henry Williamson.
You may not be aware that the famous author was a
Stiffkey resident in the early 1940s. Williamson was
mentally exhausted after writing many books set in
Devon, including Tarka the Otter. In 1939 he and his
family moved to Stiffkey, invested in a run-down farm
and so the adventure began.
Jane Hiscocks
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STIFFKEY CRICKET CLUB

costs of an election in its reserves.
The resignation of a Parish Council member in January
meant a casual vacancy arose. The legal procedure for this
was duly followed and a notice published. The law is clear
on how any vacancy is filled if it becomes available
between elections. Notice is given and parishioners are
given the opportunity to request an election for that vacancy.
This requires ten people to make this request. Less than ten
requests mean no election and the Parish Council fills the
vacancy via co-option (at no cost). If ten eligible requests
are received (which has happened in this case), notice is
then given that an election will take place and candidates are
asked to put themselves forward. If more than one candidate
stands, an election is held to fill the vacancy. If only one
candidate stands then this person automatically fills the
vacancy. If no-one puts themselves forward, then the Parish
Council members co-opt. The process of co-opting in our
Parish is done by advertising and asking candidates to
submit a small piece on their vision for the village. This is
then considered by current council members and a vote
taken at the next available meeting.
The Parish Council can be contacted through our Clerk,
Catherine Moore, via email clerk@stiffkeyvillage.org or
telephone 01493 253041.
Stiffkey Parish Council

The season is due to start again in May. Here is the
fixture list so far. The matches start at 1pm:
Sun 15th May - Holkham CC (A)
Sun 22nd May - Rudham CC (A)
Sun 19th June - Thornham CC (H)
Sun 16th June - Rudham CC (H)
Sun 3rd July - Norwich Hockey (H)
Sun 10th July - Thornham (A)
The club are also looking for new players to join the
friendly village team.
If any other side would like to arrange a fixture with
us, please call/text:
John Griffin 07795 634925
Chris Bateman 07825 251844.
John Griffin

STIFFKEY PARISH COUNCIL
Council Tax update

At the time of reading this, you will all have received
your council tax bill for the new financial year and it will be
clear that your contribution for the Parish has increased
considerably.
This increase has come about because the Parish Council
has to pay to hold an election for the casual vacancy that has
arisen. The charges for this are set by North Norfolk District
Council and not the Parish Council and are approximately
£1,600 (given the annual precept for our Parish is
approximately £7,000 – not an insubstantial amount). The
Parish Council, as those of you who attend meetings will
know, strives to keep the very bare legal minimum of
reserves in order not to overburden you all as tax payers. In
the past eight years, there has been no request for an election
whenever a casual vacancy has arisen and as a result, given
the cost, the Parish Council has not felt the need to keep the

RESCUE WOODEN BOATS
We need your help

We are keen to welcome more volunteers to our charity,
to enable us to open on a Saturday. If you would like to join
us regularly or occasionally do get in touch, no experience is
needed.
Our heritage boats the Wells whelker Harvester and the
restored lifeboat the Lucy Lavers, will join other local
historic crab boats, whelkers and lifeboats to gather for the
Maritime Heritage Festival on July 23rd and 24th in Wellsnext-the-Sea. There will be a flotilla starting 2pm on
Saturday 23rd July.
We need more volunteer help over the weekend of July
23rd and 24th and for the two days we will be at the Wells
Carnival
on
the
August
2nd
and
6th.
www.rescuewoodenboats.com
Wendy Pritchard
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CHURCH NEWS

REFLECTIONS ON LEAVING STIFFKEY

We have managed to retain our two services a
month. There has been a return of visitors, many
looking for family graves. On two separate Saturdays in
February, two baptisms were held in the church. They
were both very happy and joyful events, which we were
very grateful for.
There was a meeting in the benefice on the 10th of
February with the church building review commission,
to discuss problems arising in the various parishes, to
visit some of those undergoing restoration works and to
the see the results where restoration has been
completed. We await the results of their visit to our
benefice in the coming weeks.
Easter Day falls on a 3rd Sunday this year, the 17th
April and for the first time in a while there will be a
service in Stiffkey, taken by the Rector, at 9.30am and
later on at 3pm there will be the Children’s Easter Egg
Hunt in the Churchyard.
Heather Harrison

In the late 1980s I was in my early twenties, working in
the midlands and desperate to get to the sea, having grown
up on the South coast. A colleague suggested North Norfolk
and I came to camp at Stiffkey for the first time and
immediately fell in love with this coastline.
I came back very regularly after that, to a lively village
with Matthew running the pub, which always had local
voices at the bar, the lamp shop in full swing and a lively
scene at the village hall.
Around 25 years ago my circumstances changed and I
was able to move to Norfolk. I found a cottage in Cley,
where I lived for 15 years, before being able to move to
Stiffkey. Already then things were evolving; The George in
Cley had recently changed hands and was refurbished to
become an eating place, the weekend scene at the village
hall was getting quieter and the coast in the summer was
becoming busier and busier. The local friends I made often
talked about the difficulty of staying in the villages along the
coast as property prices were on the rise and I got involved
with Blakeney Neighbourhood Housing Society who, as
now, were trying to help local families stay close to their
roots.
Having played cricket for Stiffkey since the early 2000s
meant I already had a set of friends in the village when I
moved into the village. The same issues that I had come
across in Cley whilst sitting on the parish council were
evident also in Stiffkey. The boom in property prices and
change in social behaviour, meant that incomers like me had
become the new majority. Local life no longer revolved
around the pub, village hall and church; the pubs have
mainly become restaurants for visitors, the village hall was
no longer used and in line with the rest of the country, few
people went to church.
The marsh however remained central to my life; I am
now a full-time artist and that was one part of living here
that remained the same beautiful, ever evolving place. That
is one thing that I will carry with me in my new life abroad.
The other thing that I would love to have seen in Stiffkey is
better provision for local people to stay in the village. Some
years ago, we in the village voted to change the unused
village hall. Wouldn’t it be great to fulfil that will and
rebuild the site for local housing? Victory Homes, which
helps manage social housing in Norfolk, make it clear that
we need homes for single people. How about providing
homes for young people so that they can stay and work in
the village that we all love?
Siemon Scamell-Katz

STIFFKEY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

It is with some pleasure that the committee of the
Stiffkey local history group has now, following the full
relaxation of Covid restrictions, finalised arrangements
for an Annual General Meeting. This will take place on
Fri 8th April at 6.30pm at Stiffkey Church. Apart from
the reappointment of officers and the receiving of
relevant reports, the AGM will include an update on the
way in which the committee believes the group should
move forward with various objectives identified at the
relaunch meeting last autumn.
The committee looks forward to welcoming past,
present and potential new members at the AGM on 8th
of
April for what is hoped will be a positive
reaffirmation of the group and its activities.
Andrew Roe

STIFFKEY VILLAGE HALL

The village hall committee is launching a fundraising
campaign to refurbish the village hall. The proposal is
to demolish 90 square metres of the south section and
erect a new elevation. The new elevation will consist of
new main entrance doors and disabled access ramp.
This will create additional parking spaces including
disabled parking for village groups, events and
meetings.
Due to the complexity of costs the committee has
split the project into phases, to enable the village hall to
remain usable throughout.
The renewed village hub will provide facilities, activities
and a flexible socialising space for people of all ages,
abilities and backgrounds.
To make a one-off donation please visit our website's
holding page, www.stiffkeyvillagehall.co.uk where you can
find more information. Alternatively, if you would like to
set up a regular direct debit or would like to donate your
time to help support the village hall you can email us at
info@stiffkeyvillagehall.co.uk and we can provide you
details and more information.
Hannah Darby

No news from Langham School this time.
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LYNX 143 ADS DIRECTORY

SEE FURTHER SERVICES LISTED BELOW DIRECTORY

Antiques/ Art/ Furniture/ Textiles
Coastal Marsh Artists: Open Studios
Nick Hamond Furniture: cabinet-maker
Phillippa Kirby Soft Furnishings
Shirehall Antiques, Holt
Sophia Williams: Stiffkey Artist
Advice & Care Services
Community Heartbeat advice leaflet
Hindringham Toddler Group
Gardening
Beechwood Landscapes & Maintenance
DB Garden Services
Finlay Newton Garden Services
J.P.S. Gardening
Hair/ Health
Alison Courtney Acupuncture
Claire Dye: Physiotherapist
Foot Perfect
Gunthorpe Osteopaths
Marianne Atherton Homeopathy
Philippa Stancomb Reflexology
Pilates at Binham Memorial Hall
Tudor Barber Shop, Walsingham
Hall Rentals
Binham Memorial Hall
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Warham Reading Room
Leisure
Binham Priory Passion Play
The Bluebell, Langham
On Yer Bike
Sharrington Gardening Group
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Services and Suppliers
Allied Glass: Trade and Domestic Glazing
13
APW Plumbing and Heating
25
Boon-bespoke décor
15
Burnham Motors
12
Butcher Andrews Solicitors
26
Chris Wells Construction, Ltd
5
Clearview Pest Control
23
Daren Betts Building and Maintenance
21
David Thompson Chimney Sweep
11
Elv’s Stoves: Woodburner Service
6
Goldfinch Grave Tending
25
Gresham Gravel
9
Keeble Roofing Contractor
11
Morston Boat Yard
9
Norfolk Woodburners Stoves
front cover
Paul Hennessey
19
PJ Electrics
21
Stuart’s Taxi
front cover

Advertising space in this publication is sold in good faith and the editor/publication team can take no
responsibility for the quality of goods or services offered.
CLEANING AND HOME CARE SERVICES
Regular cleans, linen changes, ironing and errands
Contact Laura Bailey on 01328 711329 or 07917 031163
E: laurabailey@homemail.com
GARY WALLER
Painter, Decorator & Carpet Cleaner
20 Years Experience No job too small
01263 860705 Mob: 07990 993406
OUR MAN IN NORFOLK
A complete second home service
www.ourmaninnorfolk.co.uk
Contact: Nigel Tompkins M: 07860 206565
E:nigel@ourmaninnorfolk.co.uk
CHIMNEY SWEEP
David Thompson
01328 851081
SEPTIC TANKS EMPTIED & HEDGE CUTTING
Contact Alison Lee
07749 951898
HAMLYN PEST CONTROL
County Council Accredited - NPTA Member
Control of Rats Mice Wasps etc
01263 860112
FINCH GARDEN DESIGN
Design - Build - Planting
www.finchgardendesign.co.uk
Jackie Finch 07776 292 211

Local Lynx is printed by Century Printing, 28
132 High Street, Stalham, Norwich NR12 9AZ
Tel: 01692 582958

